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CHOOSING A BOOK IS AN ADVENTURE IN ITSELF 
A National Book. Tok.en is the gift that starts a journey that ends with a book they'll love. 
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As wen as standing at the summit 
of great Doctors, Matt Is a superb 
theatre actor and utterly deUghtful In 
person (Cover: Interview with Matt 
Smith, star of The Crown and formerly 
Doctor Who). A genuine orlginal who 
doesn't care what others think. 
EJleen Rogers 

Everyone has their own Idea of wha't 
dmate change k>oks Uke. For some, 
It's a poL)r bear on a melting tceberg.. 
But for more and more girts, clmate 
change Is the baby In their arms as 
they Weltch their friends walk to school 

- - (Geth/nchamberlairi,Why dmate ,I, 

f :!sf~~a'!fgenerai:"Of 
~reenpeace on Twlttet' 

Isabelle HliPpert makeS e'-lery _. · 
character credible, human and 
fasdnatlng(OnMy Radar).tt follows 
that her (l)l'l'V11erlts on art are insightht 
_, toeanhand generous. 
mekhlscott 

The5'4)er--veAnnaSoubry 
on fire In this Interview (the Tory MP 
clscusses Brexlt with Rachel Cooke). 
Chris Oeetin@chrisdttrln 

rm looking forward to seeing a 
presidential portrait that Is more than 
a guy In a suit looking an serious and, 
after watching a film about WIiey, 
knowing there wm be vibrant coknrs 
{Q&A with Kehlnde Wiley, the artist 
painting Barack Obama's portrait). 
Jo Ann chartler 

It's good to see the can-do 
entrepreneurial spirit of endeaVOUr 
that made this great nation what It Is 
soenthuslastlcally displayed by Mr 
Lee (Stewart Lee: My futUe attempt 
to sell satire to the Dalty Mo,n.1 think 
those kMijoys at the Moll should be 
ashamed for not giving this hard-
working fellow a contract. 
freespeechoneeach 

I enjoyed hearing about this artist 
and his work (11m Adams talks to 
Trevor Paglen). Here Is someone 
with a mission and the know-hO'N 
necessary to reveal the hidden 'NOrid 
of surveillance that we are only Just 
beginning to understand A worthy 
objective for an artist In these times. 
spartacus69 

Paglen's.satelllte sounds amazing. 
I hope there wUI be an app to pred}ct 
when It passes overhead. 
JekonGregory 

I have kept every single book I've 
owned. They are memory markers tor 
places I've been and states of mhd rve 
experlenc,d I doubt [my colectlon) 
will be replaced by an e-reader In the 
near future (SpinalC'Olumns: Mark 
Vessey•s photographs of coGectlonS). 
Starlight Zero-Niner 
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AGENDA 

Stewart Lee 
Can Harry and Meghan 
make Britain whole again? 

n 2005- thl' llll•n ,W-yt>nr-okt Prince 
lfarry apl'(':m-..t a_,;:\ Nn1.i nl n r,mcy 
dn.'$..~ J'-'l~. l'\•rhnp,._ tht• unifonn 
hnd hc,i.•n inlwrih>tl from his great-
~•nt-undt'. Edwnnl Vl 11. who wns 
not n,,·m· ton srot of rl"Creational 
sici:th<'ilinJt. 

Rut nc~1 year Prince- Harry is to 
mn"1' the mixcJ-rncc descendant 
of a black Amcric:m slave, his 
"'C.'ddit~ gnnncnts scrupulously 
strippN of any stray swasrikns. Cosmic 
order is restored. 

Has the PrincC' nohly taken upon 
him.self the symbolic role of a healing 
fon.-c in our rapidly unrnvclling 
world. suddenly riven with the son 
of open racism :md fears of nuclear 
annihilations that we had as.'>umcd had 
been laid to rest? I'm all for 70s and 80s 
rcvivnls. but these aren't the parts Of 
my childhood I feel nost.ilgic for. A Fnb 
lolly, an Altered Images 12-inch remix 
and a vibrant trndc union movement 
would have- done. 

Today. we m.•t-J the hope that the 
forthromin~m_v:al nuptials offe r.rnore 
thm1 c.•vc.·r. Pdncc.• H :1rry am! l\kghnn 
Marldc's marriage could be a heaJing 
ritualfor . . . . 

hu~°':t~~~~t::n•s . 
'tenure in John Mayall's Bluesbreakers, 
the phrase "Cbiplon Is God" began to · 
be gnfinied around London. But in 
1966,Iuni Hendrix anived in the city 
and Clap- was usurped, a seething 
Sa1ieri to Hendrix's soaring Mozart. 

Ten years later, on stage in 
Birmingham. a drunken Clapton 
pnised Enoch Powell and declared, 
"'Get the foreigners out, get the 
wop out, get the coons out. Keep 
Brit>in white." The RockAgainst 
Racism movement was formed soon 
after h~ pronouncement, and the 
Stranglers brought cavorting strippers 
on stage with them to smash racism 
at a Victoria Park RAR concert. 
Different times. 

Today, western world leaders 
openly praise neo-Nazis, but instead 
of fonninga grass roots rock'n'roU 
resistance, young people remain 
passively plugged into their PS4s 

1,layin~ Pac Man Go, waiting for their 
hmindend fuck-buddies to come round 
with some pacifying ll!.:mg-w1...-ed, I 
c-xpt..-ct, while laughing nt You-net 
films of people gobbling down more 
cinnamon th:m is n1...-cessnry, 
squandering bakers' dwindling 
spice reserves. 

There's currently n cynical viral 
marketing campaign for Clapton's 
forthcoming Hyde Pnrk show that 
sees the ancient phrase "Clapton Is 
God" sprayed up nil around London 
once more by paid PR-vandals. I have 
prepnrcd a stencil saying"Clapton is 
an alcoholic racist", but getting it out 
there doesn't, at the moment, seem like 
n great use of rime. There arc worse 
people to worry about than Clapton or, 
to give him his blues name, Mississippi 
NigelFarngc. 

We should have seen all this coming. 
but I thought the culture wars were 
won when New Order got John Barnes 
to do a rnp on their 1990 World Cup 
single, l expect I was too busy being 
ironically racist in a Shored itch bar, 
drinkinKGrol.sch from a pop-top bottle 
and toasting T~_my Blair. It's not only 

. C • 

· tum of century, in the eal 
period between the ubiquity of email 
and the P,_ervasive idiocy-tsunami of 
1\vitter, ~Y BNJ>-voting auntie sent 
me an attachment, typical of the era, 
designed to inelt my snowflake mind. 

It comprised a supposedly scientific 
study, using history and genetics, 
to prove that all Muslims were 
demonstrably culturally and morally 
inferior, and downright dangerous. 
Of course, a quick Google showed 
that neither the academic whO wrote 
it, nor the institution he worked for, 
had ever existed, a discovery that one 
would have thought would discredit 
the piece. 

But confronted with this evidence 
my auntie just said, "All the same, I 
think it makes a lot of good points." 
How pleased she would be, were she 
alive today, to know that her research 
reached the same exacting standards 
as that of the president of the United 
States of America. 

----- -------

This morning, nn LHC radio, the 
profcssionnl wasps'-nest-pokcr Nick 
Ferrari was audibly rattled. Ferrari, n 
man who is 85% wnzzock, nnd who 
has made a living out of inflaming 
the unstable passions of the "political 
correctness has gone mad" brignde, 
realised the monster robot he had 
reared on rnw opinion meat and a 

· vapour of Facebook hearsay was now 
beyond his control and he'd forgotten 
to install its emergency-stop button. 

Cautiously describing Trump's 
Britain First-endorsing missive as "a 
tweet too far", Ferrari suddenly found 
his white-knuckled listeners largely 
disagreeing with him, and retorting 
that these videos needed to be aired, 
whether they were verifiable or noL 
Could straight-talking Ferrari smell 
the smoking torches of a previously 
loyal mob approaching his own 
mountaintop castle. his Jaguar F-typc 
aflame on the brick-paved driveway? 

On Monday. as Theres.a May 
cautiously acceptl"<l that we will ha\'c 

to pny for EU schemes we were alreody 
signed up fur, and the inevitable 
impossibili1yofthc fluid Irish border 
was at la.,;t made flcsh, it seemed to me 
that the wheels had finally fallen of the 
lie-encrusted Brexit battlebus. 

But the quiet coup currently 
enacted by the billionaire tax-avoiders 
behind Brexitcontinued its forward 
motion, as cognitive dissonance drove 
their brainwashed leave-voting serfs to 
misdirect their ongoing anger towards 
everyone but themsclVcs. 

But Harry knows the power of 
symbols and he begins the enactment 
of a healing ritual. Has Harry, ever 
the self-aW¥C prankster, chosen the 
tiny St George's Chapel, Windsor 
Castle, as his wedding venue in a 
coded satirical message every bit as 
meaningful as the clearly pro-EU hat 
his grandmother v.'Ore at the opening 
of parliament last June? 

1n a comic pantomime o f s.elf-
immobting isobtionb.n. our next 
N:itiona.l Ro,':1l Ceremom· \.\•ill be 
perfonned i"n a room too ·small to 
:iccommodate all those who might 

"have been e>..-pected toatrend, in a ... 
that didn't exist, a ct,.... as unreal• 
Boris .Johnson'sDailyRle;gmph vision 
ofabanana-hatingEU 

Thecha.pcl's roof is decorated with 
heraldic animals. Guests might find 
lhemselves sta.ring up a.ta unicorn, 
which canters away into the mist of 
myth .. as g:lSCOUS as an NHS promise, 
the porous Irish border. the cake that 
can be ea.ten and had. 

And here come the prince and 
hi.s scion of sl:JVCS, to make us whole 
again. Meghan Markle. Her name even 
sounds like MMrs Merkel", a.nd she 
symbolises a.n America. far better than 
Trump's. a virgin new land coming 
into conjug:il union with a. grizzled 
Brita.in that .. like the Prince himself, 
could still choose to divest itself of 
its unattr3ctive fascist gannents and 
be..>ginagain. 

SNAPSHOTS The real East Enders 

~r months. photographer~ 
Maryam Eisler scoured the streets 
of east London for colourful, 
interesting characters to photograph 
for her book Voices: East-London 
(TraJISGlobe and Thames & Hudson 
£28). From a retired gangster to a 
pearly queen - and more established 
personaliPes, such as drag artist 
Jonny Woo - Eisler found many of. 
her subjects by word of mouth or 
by chance on the s'treet Many have. 
become lasting friends. "There's a 
great sense of camaraderie in east 
London and it's a fertile ground for 
creativi'tr; says Eisler. "Even despite 
gentrification, you sti!l have ! se_nse 
of community and uruque thinking. 
People here lulve this incredible 
ability to reinvent themseJ..., they 
embrace chang<, like chameleons." , 
staceeSmlth 

DOREEN GOLDI NG 'Doreen has been a LYALL HAKARAIA "He'sa designer and 
~-la<morethan20yoors- hu-wlthsomeofpop'sblggat 
theymleclmoneyla<-ca-.' stan:LadyGap.-lleyonct.' 
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