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BBC bacl<lash 
as pay review 
rejects claims 
of gender bias 

. Graham Ruddick 
Media editor 

A controversial review of on-air pay at 
the BBC that claimed there was "no evi-
dence" of gender bias in pay decisions 
has sparked an angry backlash from 
women at the corporation. 

The accountancy firm Pricewater-
houseCoopers(PwC), which produced 
the report, found "anomalies that need 
addressing" with BBC pay, including 
paying too much to a small group of 
predominately male stars at the top 
of the organisation because "too 
much weight has been placed on the 
prominence and profile of certain 
individuals". 

However, rather than gender bias, 
the report blamed the problems on 
a lack of clarity and openness at the 
BBC, as well as the financial con-
straints it has operated under for the 
past decade, which has held back the 
pay of younger stars. . 

The BBC Women campaign group, 
which represents more than 170 
presenters and producers, dismissed 
the report and said it had not prop-
erly tackled equal pay. PwC focused 
mainly on news staff; the BBC's best-
paid stars in entertainment and sport, 
such as Graham Norton, Gary Lineker 
and Chris Evans, were excluded. 

BBC pay 
Gender breakdown of pay quartiles 
e women • Men 

"There's been no transparency on 
which individuals were included or 
why," said BBC Women, which repre-
sents more than 170 presenters and 
producers, including Jane Garvey, 
Mishal Husain and Victoria Derby-
shire, in a statement. 

"The BBC has chosen who to com-
pare with whom, and what factors 
justify any gaps in pay.· The only 
mention of equal pay in the letter of 
engagement with PwC refers to an 
'assessment of equal pay risks'. . 

."We hope today 's commitment 
from the director general to put equal-
ity at the heart of what the BBC stands 
for results in swift and meaningful 
change for women in all roles and at 
all levels at the organisation:· 

Garvey, who has been at the fore-
front of the campaign group, also 
questioned the conclusion of no gen-
der bias in the BBC's pay decisions. 
"The report would say that, wouldn't 
it?" she told the BBC's The World at 
One. "This is a PwC report commis-
sioned by the BBC and, without being 
overly cynical, I might venture to sug-
gest that PwC has delivered the report 
the BBC has asked for:• 

The National Union of Journalists, 
which has lodged a collective griev-
ance about pay on behalf of more 
than 120 BBC employees, accused the 
broadcaster of "allowing a discrimina-
tory pay culture to flourish" through a 
"serious lack of oversight". 

Jennifer Millins, an employment 
lawyer at Mischon de Reya, said the 
BBC was unlikely to win equal pay 
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bias in its decisions. 
"That is not the answer to an equal 

pay claim;• said Millins, who is advis-
ing more than 10 senior women at 
the BBC. "The lack of data means 
an employment tribunal AO 
is going to scrutinise very W 
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Whale able 
to imitate 
English 
A A captive whale in Niagara Falls 
PHOTOGRAPH: HENRY GEORGI/GETTY 

High-pitched, eerie and yet distinct, the sound 
Nicola Davis of a voice calling the name "Amy"' is unmistak-

able. But this isn't a human cry - it's the voice of 
a killer whale called Wikie. New research reveals that areas are 
able to imitate human speech, in some cases at the first attempt, 
saying words such as "hello", ·one, two" and "bye-bye". The study 
also shows that the creatures are able to copy unfamiliar sounds 
produced by other areas - including a sound similar to blowing 
a raspberry. Scientists say the discovery helps to shed O 
light on how different pods of wild killer whales have 0 

. 
'· 



• 
Inside 
Wednesday 31 January 2018 

National Pages 5-18 
Pay up or stay in Hatton Garden raiders told to 
hand over millions or face longer sentence I Page 6 
Costa on Corrie Product placement on top 
soap to become a lot more visible I Page 7 
Brexit papers Don't trust leaked statements, 
minister tells the Commons I Pages 8-9 
Lend this your ears Nicholas Hytner·s four's tar 
Julius Caesar mines modem issues I Page 16 

World1 Pages 19~4 --
tt 

Yemen Separatists surround presidential palace after three 
days of fighting I Page 19 
Saudi Arabia Royal family members face jail as 
anti-corruption purge recoups f75bn I Page 22 

US FBI inquiry into Russian collusion given 
second Donald Trump dossier I Page 23 

Financial Pages 25-30 
Hitting the brakes UK car production declined 
last year for first time since 2Q09 I Page 25 
Part of the union Budget airline Ryanair 
recognises UK pilots· body Bal pa I Page 29 

Journal Centre section 
"At last the cure "After the Brexit 
forpopulism. ~ - leakit'stimefor 
We need active Labour to make 
citizenship - a choice 
Ben Okri Gaby Hinsliff 
Pagel ' Page4 

G2 Centre section, tucked inside Journal 

-Riots, revelry, rights 100 years on, how 
suffrage changed the world for women I Page 1 

Howdoes2118 Iook? Women set out changes 
they want to see over the next century I Page 10 

Sport Back section 
Walking wounded Rugby must not shrug 
off its spike in serious injuries I Page 41 
·completely untrue' Chris Froomedenies 
that he has made plea bargain I Page 45 

Puzzles G2, page 16 I Journal page 12 

Contact 
For missing sections call 0800 839100. 
For individual departments, call the 
Guardian switchboard, 020 3353 2000. 
For the Readers' editor (corrections 

· & clarifications on specific editorial 
content), call 020 33534736 between 
10am and 1pm UK time Monday to Friday 
excluding public holidays, or email 
guanllan.readers@tbeguardian.<Om. 
Letters for publication should be sent to 
guan11an.1etteneg,.;,nUan.com or 
the address on the letters page. 

tr\~ 
~111•1,- u_. 

Guardian News & Media, Kings Plxe, 90 York Way, 
London Nl 9GU. 020· 33S3 2000. Fall 020· 7837 2114. In 
Manchester: Centurion House. 129 Deansgate, Manchester 
Ml JWR. TdephoneSales: 020·76119000. The Guardian 
lists links to third-party websites, but don not endorse 
them or guarantee their authenticity or accuracy. 
B.Kk issues from Historic Newspapers: 0870· 165 1470 
guardian.backlssuenewspapers.co.uk. Published by 
Gu.rdlan News & Media, Kings P~e. 90 YOOCWay, 
London NI 9GU, and at Centurion Hoose, 129Deansgate, 
Manchester Ml 3WR. Printtd at TMPWatford limited, St 
Al~ns R~. W.1tford, Herts WD24 7RG; TMP Oldham 
Umittd, .Hollinwood Avenue. Chaddtrton, Oldham OL9 
SEP; TMP Saltlre Ltd, 110 Fifty Pitch1!5 Puce, GlalgOW 
G514EA; TMPMldl¥\dsllmlted, fOfl Prt"SSSlte, WOod 
Lane, Erdlngton, Birmingham 824 99W; and by Mortons. 
3 EskyDrlvt,C.arnlndusbUIEstate, Portadown BT63 5YY. 
No. SJ,320, WedMSday l 1 Janu,ry 2018. Registered~ a 
newspaper at the Post O_fflce ISSN 0261 • 3077. 

The Guardian Wednesday 31 January 2018 

News 

'Snooper's charter' mass 
surveillance ruled illegal 
Alan Travis 
Home affairs editor 

Appeal court judges have ruled the 
government's mass digital surveil-
lance regime unlawful in' a . case 
brought by the Labour deputy.leallei, 
Tom Watson. · 

' Liberty, the human rights campaign 
group, which represented Watson in 
the case, said the ruling meant signif-
icant parts of the Investigatory Powers 
Act 2016 - known as the snooper's 
charter - are in effect unlawful and 
must be urgently changed. 

The government defended its use 
of communications data to fight seri-
ous and organised cnn:ie and said that 
the judgment related to out-of-date 
legislation. The security minister, Ben 
Wallace, said it would not affect the 
way law enforcement tackled crime. 

The court ofappeal ruling yesterday 
said the powers in the Data Retention 
and Investigatory Powers Act 2014 
(Dripa), which paved the way for the 
snooper's charter legislation, did not 
restrict the accessing of confidential 

personal phone and web browsing 
records to investigations of serious 
crime, and allowed police and other 
public bodies to authorise their own 
access without adequate oversight. 

The judges said Dripa was "incon-
sistent with EU law" because of this 
lack of safeguards, including absence 
of "prior review by a court or inde-
pendent administrative authority" . . 

Responding to the ruling; Watson 
said, "This legislation was flawed from 
the start. It was rushed through with-
out proper parliamentary scrutiny. 

"The government must now bring 
forward changes to the Investigatory-
. Powers Act to ensure that hundreds of 
thousands of people, many of whom 
are innocent victims or witnesses to 
crune, are protected by a system of 
independent approval for access ·10 
communications data." 

Martha Spurrier, director of Liberty, 
said: "Yet again a UK court bas ruled 
the government's extreme mass sur-
veillance regime unlawful." 

She said no politician was above 
the law. "When will the government 
stop bartering with judges and start 

NHS maternity care 'improving' 
but many left alone during birth 

Denis Campbell 
Health policy editor 

Women's experience of NHS mater-
nity care is improving but almost one 
in four mothers are still being left alone 
during labour or birth, a major new 
survey reveals. 

More mothers are satisfied with how 
they are looked after when they give 
birth in England, in-depth research by 
the Care Quality Commission NHS care 
watchdog has found. 

Growing numbers of women are 
offered a choice of where to give birth, 
saw the same midwife during their 
antenatal care and were helped while 
they waited in hospital with their baby 
before going home. 

However, childbirth campaigners 
warned that overdue improvements 
in the quality of maternity services 
should not obscure the fact that many 
women, often a majority, do not get 
care standards pledged more than a 
decade ago. 

The NCT parenting charity voiced 

alarm at the CQC's finding that 23% of 
the 18,426 women surveyed - almost 
one in four -were worried by being left 
without a midwife or doctor present 
during their labour or birth. That was 
only three percentage points fewer 
than the26% who said the same when 
the survey was undertaken in 2015. 

"The number of women left alone in 
labour has reduced. However, it is still 
of great concern that23% of women are 

Q: Were you and/or your partner left 
alone by midwives or doctors at a 
time when it worried you? 
e 2011 r> 201s \ 
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The Labour deputy leader, 
Tom Watson, who brought 
the case against the legislation 
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drawing up a surveillance law that 
upholds our democratic freedoms?" 

The Home Office announced safe-
guards in November In anticipation of 
the ruling. They include removing the 
power of self-authorisation for senior 
police officers and requiring approval 
for requests for confidential communi-
cations data to be granted by the new 
investigatory powers commissioner. 
Watson and other campaigners said 
the safeguards were "half-baked". 

The judges, headed by Sir Geof-
frey Vos, declined to rule on the 
Home Office claim that the more rig-
orous "Watson safeguards" were not 
necessary for the use of bulk com-
munications data for wider national 
security purposes. The judges said this 
point had already been referred to the 
European court of justice in a case due 
to be heard in February. 

Watson launched his legal clial-
lenge in 2014 in partnership with David 
Davis, whowithdrewwhenhebecame 
Br exit secretary in 2016. The Euro-pean 
court of justice ruled.l!t December 2016 
that the "generai ?111 indiscrin)inate 
retention" of coqfidential personal 
communications data was un!,:iwfu.l..._ 
without safeguards, including inde-
pendent judicial authorisation. 

Wallace, responded to the rul-
ing. saying: "Communications data 
is used in the vast majority of serious 
and organised crime prosecutions and 
has been used in every major Security 
Service counter-terrorism investiga, 
tion over·the last decade. 

"It is often the only way to identify 
paedophiles involved in online child 
abuse as it can be used to find where 
and when these horrendous crimes 
have taken place:'t · 

He said the ju!!gment related to 
legislation which was no longer in 
force and did not ch~e the way in 
which law enforcement agencies could 
detect and disrupt crimes. 

left alone during the birth of their baby, 
which can be a very frightening and 
dangerous experience", said Elizabeth 
Duff, the NCT's senior policy adviser. 

"Staffing levels are low and mid· 
wives are stretched to.the limit, so we 
continue to call on the govemrnentto 
address this midwife shortage:• 

NHS policy since 2010 has been that 
all women should always have a mid· 
wife or doctor with them during labour 
and birth. But shortages of midwives 
make that ambition difficult to fulfil. 

NCT research last year found that 
half of all births involve at least one 
"red flag" event, in which a lapse in 
safety could threaten the health of 
the baby, mother or both. Half of the 
£4.37bn of medical negligenceclaiillS 
lodged against NHS trusts every year 
involve childbirth. 

The CQC also found that one in five 
(22%) women who had a normal vag· 
inal delivery had their legs raised in 
stirrups while they did. That contra· 
venes guldance from the National 
Institute for Health and care Excel· 
Jenee (NICE) that women havin8 
"normal" births should do so stanrong 
up or squatting, and represents •paor, 
poor practice", she added. 

NHS England welcomed the 
"marked improvements in wornen's 
experiences. of maternity services·. 
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