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Young leaders, including Bermuda’s Stacee Smith, lead cultural shift in the desert

Diversity

is what
makes this
world great

"’ By Stacee Smith

Community involvement can
lead to unforeseen possibilities

Last December, I attended a
United Nations forum in Doha,
Qatar, a unique, rapidly develop-
ing city bordered by Saudi Ara-
bia and the Persian Gulf where
sand and ancient Arabian archi
tecture rub shoulders with an
gye-catching cluster of skyscrap-

WE.
i3+It was the fourth forum held
i the United Nations Alliance
Civilisations (UNAOC). I par-
tcipated as both a youth moder-
gtor and representative of the
ghkv of Edinburgh’s Interna-
onal Award for Young People

2+Heads of state, ministers of

Pieign affairs. non-governmen-
efl organisations, representa-
Hves of civil society, youth
fssociations, foundations, media,
scademia and members of the
rporate sector from across the
flebe congregated on the Middle
Eastern peninsula.
;:Hosted by Qatar under the
aspices of Sheikha Moza Bint
;]asser, the Doha Forum com-
:ﬁsed of a series of panel discus-
abns on topics ranging from
higration to religion and human
ights. All were rooted in the is-
ue of the neglected link between
itltural diversity and intercul-
leral dialogue and sustainable
levelopment, demonstrating
hat such factors are comple-
pentary to the UN Millennium
levelopment goals agenda.
+.In the wake of the Arab
i'pring, the Doha Forum also
med to renew the international
pmmunity’s commitment to put
ultural diversity and intercul-
ural understanding first, in or-

der to reshape the global agenda
for tolerance, dialogue, human
security, peace and development

My involvement began as one
of 18 young people asked to co
moderate an online youth forum
which lasted for three weeks last
November.

During that period the opin-
1ons of global youths on the fol-
lowing themes of the Doha
Forum were expressed: How
Does Cultural Diversity Matter
to Development? The Missing
Link: Promoting Trust and Toler-
ance to Advance Development
Goals and New Strategies for In-
tercultural Dialogue, Undér-
standing and Cooperation

The comments were sum-
marised 1nto a report that was
nted to world leaders in Do-

When the opportunity to at-
tend the forum arose, I applied
and was successful. In fact, the
majority of thé online co-modera-
tors were able to attend the fo-
rum as well as the youth event on
December 10. In addition to intro-
ducing ourselves and the youth
organisations that we represent-
ed during the opening ceremony
of the youth event, we moderated
round-table discussions involving
around 400 young people from
over 100 countries

The key messages that 1 ob
tained from the forum were the
importance of having a sound,
culturally broad education
throughout one’s life (including a
deep level 6f knowledge about
one’s gwn cultural history), and
the need to promote and increase
funding for cultural exchange
opportunities where youths can
learn through immersion. The
value of incorporating new
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strategies for intercultural
learning both within and outside
of the classroom, for example
through arts and sports pro-
grammes, was also expressed, as
was the importance of giving
voung people a platform not only
to share their views and partici-
pate in decision-making and im-
plementing plans

The need to address basic so-
cial needs in societies worldwide
was stressed,
avoiding the imposition of one
culture’s ideals onto another, un-

as well as that of

less 1t 1s 1n contrast with funda
mental international human
rights

Such ideas must be supported
from the grassroots through to
governmental levels in order to
be effective, we heard

The forum demonstrated the
great potential we all have when
the focus 1s on our sumlarities
rather than differences The
whole experience wuas amazing
and one particularly meaningful
moment was when a Jordanian

Journahst asked me what the

yeople in Doha, Qatar

maximum age 1s to obtain the
Duke of Edinburgh's Gold
Award Although
achieved her bronze and silver
awards in Jordan, she wanted to
complete the highest level
had been out of touch with the
programme for a while That
brief conversation demonstrated
the umiversality of the youth pro
gramme that 1 was honoured to

she had

but

represent

As | walked each day
throughout the vast state-of-the
art Qatar National Convention

Center anudst men and women
dressed so elegantly in abavas
ind thobs rich element of
meaning was added to a
porgnant statement made by an
wdience member He said: “We

Ul are minornties in the world.”

Stacee Smith is a Duke of Edin
burgh Award leader and the chair-
woman of the organisation’s
communications and public rela-
tions committee.

For more information on the
UNAOC Doha Forum visit
www.gatardunaoc.org.



