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Opinion l Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers rr-1!1 
- Lord Alfred Tennyson, English poet (1809 - 1892) l..D 
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A READING GARDEN HONOURS PROSPECT PRIMARY SWEETHEART CAROL SMITH 

A TRIBUTE: 
BY STACEE~ 

SMITH UI 
Nut ,,,,,n,,11t> hn ~ 11w priv1• 

1.-1{1• ,,f \wi ni,z h1rth,•1I ,m,l 
m ilt(' ,\ h.,. 11 111 ,\_\' 111• 11t1•1•1'ir1I 

"" my M,1tln•1-. t 'r1"1\ Smith 11,,r.,, .. , 
ithf' pi11t tt1•1 \ ,111 t\fl, ,J,, •r :.! .e , ~ll\tl \l, I 
wn io h1t•l\,_,· l' n•" 'lolhl,111..,·1•11,•wurm 
ll'<l,l,· l,.,11 rlm 11111•n 11"'l:llh1rl111tt lio 
nn,I 1111 11 l,111ulnn,·,• .,r lwr ,w1•rtl.,w• 
illlt 1,,,, ,. wl11,·h hur!tl 1111\ ,11' ,,,,,•r.,• 
i,: 1i,11,1 l.'. lwwl 1•f luu.z hl,•r 11ml ,lh, 
11111111111111 !l ll\lJ.1

• \\',• w,,,,, I"'" ' frl ,•m\11 nud llt' r 
,..,,nfol,•11;."1• , it t"•ni,:th nml w1,11l,1m 
hn io i,:i\,•n lllt' 1111 t' Xl't1 11,•nt f,,un-
1lnlhlll ,,11 wh1d1 111 1u w1i,:ntt• hf1•'11 
h11NIIN1 ht'<'Rlll'f' I know 11\I' w,,rlh. 
I 1u11 l.'ftn11'11 dRui,:hl t> r. nO,•r nll . 

~l,· lovt>l\' Momn\\' IHIL'tl lw r 
hfo with 1110 mur h fun . lmmour 
1rnd hnppin t>!l!'I thnt h t> r n11rn i,:n,·r 
ll l\\"\l lll' Ill hl' l'l)N'Sl'llC'f' ll f Cl lt'\\' Cd 
itNi!lf' of ,•h•nrity. 1-ft.r outi;oing nnd 
J.'t' mlmf' !lpirit was uniqm•lr n\111,1'• 
nl'hr nnd sw~t('r thnn the tluffi• 
c-111 iotirk of rott on c1mdy. It iit for 
tlwsc l'C'n!lons 1rnd lwr joy of rend-
ini;. thnt n rf'A din~ ~11rden wu s ro-
Cl'ntly dediCRted in her honour 11t 

To kno W" her 
-was to love her 

!~; ~\.hl;r
1
~d:~~[;1i: tr:~~-~ ;~:i: fo rmer studen~ Putraic and Cor• 

i:;
1
~1r!~r iii~ yenr:.i 0988,2009) until m.'l1t~e':1e C~~~imthrough our 

In Addition to the countless ~=:~~v (;\~b ~~~t\h~;~:o~: 
individuals whose hl'arts she when the boys started at Prospect 
tourhe<l throui;:hout the islund nnd Primary it was like an extension 
beyond, there urc current and for • of fa mily. I guess Jots of parents 
mer studcnts. porc-nts of students felt that way. She was always 
nnd stAff members of Prospect cheerful and had nothing but pos-

!:~::~r~1:;~'7)b::h1 ~~;;it:t~~~ itive things to say about their be-
My Mom cajoyed her job at Pros- ~::::~~t .. nd the friends they keet 
pect and loved bonding with the His wife Patricia-Ann echoed 
children nnd staff members. As A good and beautiful person: A reading garden is dedicated to the his sentiments. adding: •carol 
fornier Prospect Primary School loving m~mory of Carol Smith. also pictured in the top photograph Smith's smiling face made ap-
teacher John Duncan fondly rem• proaching her ..-ery easy. Her pro-
inisced, although "Aunt Carol" (as my life. I d{dn't know her before na said. MSbe was one person that fessionalism and guidance was al• 
she was affectionately known by working with her at Prospect Pri- made the time to listen to anyone ~-ays extremely benefiting." -: 

:1tm~:fvec:::~ .;:: r:1: mary School, but you would think :~\::!~th':t'ia=l!oS!:~ ry pri~:j 
wu broadar than ber professional . ~!~1b.:fe k~h::Ct~t= would be outside waiting because O'Brien Osborne said, my Motfi-

. job, as she was a mother to both hies, food, t.he whole nirte .yards! she is trying to finish the wort 5 affable • • "beqled ·• 
the childNm .and the staff mem- If I W8.Dted an opinion on some- that she should ha-ve been doiDg llie warm .:i"~ 

-~~: .:i; ~k~v~~ ~;:nd~!~c~i"o~ t~i:fr;e:b~et !:i:~:~ :~~ =~ebu\~e~~l" a':~t li~:~!~i: ~~f~: s:t~~~ spec.t Primaiy 
duty to serve or help in any capac- hnve 'it' just right she would talk that happe.ned.~ she chuck.led. Ver- H all · h 
ity." me through my brilliant plan. na a lso said mv Mom alwavs mad(' my~~= w~:1f:~{'l~\=~

0
g~s"~i 

When John met my Mom upon listening with pure fascination. sure that shc had requc-sted the of- him or former principals Martha 
beginning his teaching career at and actually cause me to rethink ii.ct' supplies that she ·nN'ded :u::id Francis and Marva Outerbridge 
the school in 1989 he said "imme- mid-sentence until I came up with notjust what I wantecr. banded in in her office . jokingly t elling thein 
diately I was drawn to her lumi- something even better. She made any paperwork on time and ~did to Jesxe her alone so she could get 
nous smile, genuine disposition, me feel special, and thnt's not not allow rue to fi nd an,y excuse of her work done. 
and benevolent character. It was something that just anyone can why l did not 1,et it in.~ •Ai:: current Assistant Director 
at that time that l knew we would do! No one could drawl my name Although e,"t' ryone !tttmed to of Education Mrs Terry Cox would 
become lifelong friends." like Carol! ·Buuuur-tn. 1:,'lrl!' (Fol- h:we their own name for my Mom AA.y: ·Look at Aunt Carol! Isn't she 

Twenty-one year old Chioma lowed by n giggle), I cnn hear her Verna still cslled her "Mrs Smith·, pre-<:ious?' Yes. she was precious!" 
Nwasike, who is currently stutly- in my heart. ·be-ca.use she was such n. lady. e,-en The C't'remony for th(' official 
ing Biology with a Spanish minor MCarol was wnrm. nurturing with th:n In.ugh!" she added. ·Any- openingnnddedicationofthe"Car-
at Dalhousie University (Canadn), and genuine - qualities that are one that knew Mrs Smith from o\ Smith Reading Garden• _ trail• 
is a former student of Prospect not in great supply nowndays Prospect Primary· did not jui::t quilly \ocnl('d at the south-western 
Primary. Even when we were both frustrnt- know her as the school sc,cret.,ry. corner of the school - was held ofl 

"When I think of Mrs Smith, I ed by the ndmin- They knew ht-r IIS Thursday May 21. 2015. and the 
am immediately reminded of her istration of the My beautiful n. Mother. a friend. \\-eather was perfect. 
smile and how her warm and bub- day and I would a m,~ntor and n. Marie Furbert (former teach~r 
bly disposition influenced me nt come to the office Mother was not Christ-like person. and counsellor at the school) said 
su:~ aJ:;;t~h!~:~dj start- in a foul mood, she only Prospect ';; 1~:\l'~.erM:~ of the ceremony: "The dedication 
ed school at Prospect Primary; she ;~:~; Primary's sweetheart: lo,·c alwnys my Mrs ~~epn~::;;dl:gh::~n o~t b;:1t,j 
was the secretary but was always feel better, c\'en she was an angel on Smith!" ' • Smith was a wonderful tribute to 
so much more to all of us who at- if she wns a bit earth Also \'Cry· dos<' the friend l will always remelll-
tended school there. I would spend frustrotcd hers.:Jln to my Mom was her as a rare ray of sunshine. Her 
my lunch hours with her, until she A little gi1:,,glt! , n -------- former Prospect ready smile, pleasant demeanour 
had taught me enough to leuve little word about Primary tl'acher and words of wisdom brightened 
me alone so that she could have a what we would do if we were in Antoinette Outcrbridgl' who said: every school day. What a joy it was 
break. charge And whnm! She helped nlc ~Mrs Smith was like a breath of to ha,•e known Carol and to reflect 

"She appointed me Office out of my funk! Carol's k..indness freshnironc-eyoucamc intotheof- on this friend I will cherish all my 
Helper of the year nn<J presented and authenticity (she wus who she fit'\". She always had a smile on her days. She was very, \'ef)' special." 
me with a plaque at my grndua- was and never tried to be anyone foce or a lnugh to share with you. I would like to thank the Iafe 
tion, which I cherish dearly. Mrs else) endeared her to e\'eryone. MI will never forget how much Martha Francis (former principal 
Smith's death has motivated me as She had u warm place in her hcArt she likc-d to laugh and ha\'e fun. of Prospect Primary) who hired 
I pursue a medical career to pro- for cuch student and staff meru- Her ]nugh was really loud and · my Morn in 1988 and de,,eloped a 
vide quality health care for a ll . I her and in turn, she wns lo,·ed by you could not help but lnugh with special bond with her throughout 
am blessed that God allowed our each of us. Although she may ne\'- hen e,·en when things should have their years working together. 
paths to cross and I will remember er have said it out loud, Carol had been quiet. I would also like to thank the 
her always. She is truly missed. the unique abi lity to connect with "l lo,-ed to stop by the office and current administrative assistant 
and may she continue to rest e\'eryono and let you know she shAre different things with her Phillis Butterfield who helped to 
peacefully. Beautiful people arc cored. Prospect Primary and our and when it was something really organise the official opening cere-
not always good, but good people collective \ivc,s were all the richer interesting she would always say mony and participants in the cere-
are alwoys beautiful. Mrs Smith because we met Carol Smith!" 'stop ya noise Anty' or 'don't make mony: current principal Dr Shan• 
was definitely both!" Two former teachers who also me holln.' She was the kind of per- gri•La Durham-Thompson. deputy 

Further illustrating her innate loved my Mom to pieces are Ver- son that you could rely on and she principal Kennclyn Smith. teach-
ability to connect with children is nn Wilkinson and Shacolbi Bas- did an excellent job as secretary ers Deanna DcShield and Cecil 
Patraic Castle, who was also a stu- den, and they described her as a at Prospect Primary. Whene1•er, I O'Connor (current staff members 
dent at the school. prime exnmplc or what a Chris- thinkofMrs Smithasmilealwoys who also worked with my Mom), 

•Mrs Smith was nlwnys in n. tin.n should be. comf'S to my face as she was one of Pastor Paul Richards, Minister 
cheerful mood," he . snid. "Every Shnco\bi, who affectionotdy re- the most pleasAnl, funny, charm- Wnlter Rohan JP, MP and Rev Dr 
time I wouJd see her she smiled. ferred to her as " my passion flow• ing and most caring individusls Maria Seaman. 
One doy I went to her office and er•. said MAunt Cnrol Jlt!TSOnified I have had the pleasure to work Lastly, thank you ,·ery much to 
she thought I wos in trouble. so I excellence! •Her personality en- with." everyone who assisted with plan-
said 'no ljustcame to say hi to you' cApsulated humility and servant- My Mom had such a positive iru- ning the event and creating or 
and she smiled followed by her hood. She was n godly woman who pact on the staff members at Pros- sponsoring the garden, aa well as 
laughter. I will alwnys remember articu lated with grace ond n wide- J)(>Ct Primary thnt some of them. the many friends, family. studentll 
Mrs Smith by her loving smile." eyed srnile. She was appron.choblc, like former teachers Lara lnghnm and staff members who attendl'<I 
Patraic is now 26 and studied confidential and committed e\-cry and Vanessa Boyles-Stecdc, ha\'C the ce:remony. 
Sports Management at Holland . concern to prayer." 11 picture of her in their home thnt To honour my Mom in such a 
College (Canada). Verna remembers praying with they look at each dny. spedal way means so much to my 

Alberta Dyer-Tucker taught nt my Mom in her office on many oc- "Your Mom mennt 11 lot to me" Dad, brothers and I. 1111 we.II a11 my 
Pro11pect Primary, ·and hos many cn!!ions, and feeling 11uch a sense said Vanessa. "I havt! an SxlO pie- Grnnny nnd lhe rc!!l ofmy fnmii)·. 
fond memories ofmy Mom. of reassurance ns cvcrylhinl,I' ol- lure of her in my living room." We nmlly nppT1'cinto il and l\u 

"Sometimes in life you find wnys worked out just na she told Her radiance did not go unno- sure she is w; lowinij nnd tir.klf'd 
kindred 11pirits; people you never her it would . ticcd by parcntJ! cit her, ns they rt?c- pink up thf'rc in h<'u,·,•nl 
IJfeW up with, but with whom you '"She wns n mother fiKUrt' to me 01,,'Tlised th<' spc-cial role ~he pln}'t"d My lx>1llltiful Molhor wn11 not 
'dick' when you meet them. Cnrol nnd she nlwny11 put my nttitudn 'in while lhf'ir child~n nttt>ndcd thr only Prol'I JM.'<'t l'rlnmrv'11 11wr.•I· 
Smith wn11 one of thoso penon11 in chrck' in lluch II l!'Cnllc way," Ver• school. Cor1wll Cnst lc Sr, f11thr r of hf'11rt ; 11h1• w111 an n.nw1'1 nn 1'11rth . 

• • • • 
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