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Premier's 
popularity 
rating rises 

Mary marks a spec!n! w~nhoor~ary ,, ,:!n warning 
i:,:3ucd as Harvey 
, .. ,.,.,..,"f.' c1~~er 

• Scott's support grows 
among blacks, the young 
and lower income groups 

By Sa.m Steven• 

The Premier's approval rating 
hat jumpl'd by nearly five per-
cent in the last t 'tlo' O month s -
• •bile the number of people aa tis• 
fM!d with the direction in which 
th t- country l& heading hH a lso 
inc:reued. 

Thl!M were the principle find -
mp of the Rewarch Innovation 
telephone poll of 403 people be-
ta-een Ju ly 21 and 2,. which by 
and la rwe contains little in the 
way of t urprisea. 

While Alex Scott'• job h an-
dling ratine improved markedly 
from March t.hroUl'h to May af. 
ter reaching a crisis point just af. 
ter the new year, th e poll for 
June and July saw this particu-
lar rating remain virtually fl a t 
at -'2.4 percent of the 403 people 
questioned. 

Mr. Scott continues to com-
mand significant support among 
the Island's young, with 65.5 per-
cent of those polled between the 
ages of 18 and 35 reportedly 
viewing Mr. Scott in a favourable 
lighL 

According to the poll, howev• 
er. the more people earn, the leu 
they like him. 

Meanwhile , Oppo s ition 
Leader Grant Gibbons' approval 
figures have climbed from 43.2 
to just under 47 percent, with 
Bermuda'• older generations -
65 yean of ap or over - continu-
inc lo be a key area or support. 
Among younp r people, opinion 
remains firmly split. 

However, while Dr. Gibbons 
scored well at the last time of 
a s k i ne among low-income 
rroupa, with a 65.2 percent ap-
proval ratine, that figure has 
taken a •~ificant hit over the 
last t'f>'O month•, with only 30.2 
perce nt of those earning less 
than $50,000 a year now regis-
tering their contentment with 
him. 

Dr. Gibbons remains much 
more popular among women 
than men (52.1 percent of 
women polled said they favoured 
him compared to only 37 .2 per-
cent of men) while his rating 
among blacks bas fallen yet fur• 
tber from 28 percent to 22.5 per-
cenL 

. .. 41 

By Mikaela Jan Cannonier 

Oove rnment. lsaued a 
s torm warnin1 for Tropical 
Storm Harvey which Is expected 
to be1in afTectlnc Bermuda to-
day. 

Maximum sustained winds of 
30 knota and rusts of 40 knota 
are npected with th e storm. 
Harvey is e:a:pected to be closest 
to Bermuda at midnight toni,ht. 

Meteorologiet Jan Currie , a id 
that it is difficult to predict hur-
ricanes and tropical storm• in 
Bermuda because the Island is a 
"small target'". 

"The track of hurricanes is 
very dependant on the set up of 
the atmosphere: he aaid. "You 
can't say ei:actly where they are 
going to hit.• 

He said that the way the 
storm is moving, it is expected to 
make its closest pus 43 nautical 
mile. to the northwest of the Is-
land. 

-rhe current track of the mo-
ment we will be in the s trongest 
wind sector - the northeastern 
part of the hurricane - we may 
see the winds increase," be said. 

It was originally predicted 
that there would be 12 storms or 
hurrican~• for the 2005 hurri-
cane aea•on but the National 
Oceanit: and Atmoapherit: Ad-
ministration (NOAA) baa upped 
that prediction to 21 atorma and 
11 hwricanea before the season 
is over. 

Mr. Currie said that predic-
tions are •still open to errors", 
h~ever, he encouraged Bermu-
dians to prepare for Tropical 
Storm Harvey. 

Boats should be tied down as 
well as anything else that can be 
blown around, he said. The Premier's support re-

mains strong among the black 
population, with 71.1 percent of 
all blacks polled expressing sat-
isfaction with him. 

The overwhelming majority of 
whites - 70.5 percent - voiced 
their support for the Opposition 
Leader. 

Proto br Meteditn AnOrews 
Taking the cake: Mary WIiiiams celebrated her 105th birthday yesterday. She is pictured here with 
caregiver Majmunah F Abdul-JabbOn at the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital. 

The weather service will be 
updat ing its storm watches 
every three hours with a main 
update every sU.:. 

His desire, expressed on com• 
ing to power in 2003, to forge a 
better relationship with the 
white community continues not 
to be reflected in poll numbers, 
however, with more than 50 per-
cent of whites questioned uncon-
vince(f about him. 

Elsewhere, the culture of pes-
simism surrounding Bermuda's 
future prospects looks to have 
been somewhat eroded, with the 
number of people polled disaatis-
fied with "the way things are go-
ing" at this time having dropped 
below 50 percent for the first 
time since November last year. 

Jamaican found guilty of supplying cocaine 
By Stacee Smith reeeiving reports of suspicious ac-

tivity in the area. 

Yet again , lower income 
groups tend to favour Mr. Scott 
more than the wealthy - al-
though even in the top income 
bracket of over $100,000, opinion 
of the Premier is fairly evenly 
split with 48.4 percent for and 
43.8 percent against. 

Those moat unhappy with the 
situation remain among the old• 
er generations, with 62.1 percent. 
of those asked over 56 e:1:press-
ing their disaatisfaction with the 
curn1nt state of affain on the Is-
land. 

A Supreme Courtjury yesterday 
found a construction worker guilty 
of supplying $70,000 worth of co-
caine to a nursery school teacher. 

Jamaican Willston Ezekial 
Davis, 43, th.owed no emotion as the 
jury fonlman n1ad out the majority 
verdict after more than four houn 
of deliberation. 

Davis was seen by surveillance 

officers supplying the cocaine to 
Cindy Oneia Augustus, a teacher at 
Vernon Temple ChildcaNI Centre in 
Southampton on June 5, 2003. Au• 
gustus is currently serving a nine-
year j a il te rm after previously 
admittinc her part in the drua: deal. 

During the two-week Ion& trial, 
Crown prosecutor Oonagh Vau-
crouon told the ten-woman, two-
man jury bow Police and Customs 
officers staked out the nursery aft.er 

Customs officer Kelly Trott, tea· 
tified that she witnessed •a dark 
skinned , short by male standards, 
clean shaven man", pass a bag to 
Augustus. She was also able to 
ide ntify Davis's bike, a cream-
coloured Scoopy, which Davia later 
admitted was in bis possession 
thro~:~::!ron Pare 8 Wlllston Ezeldal Davia 

INSIDE 
Seven US Marines kllled 
BAGHDAD - Seven American Marines have 
been killed in fighting in Iraq's weatem An-
bar province, the guerrilla heartland which 
keeps challengi.ng US and Iraqi troops de-
spite repeated ,ecurity crackdowns. - Pace 9 

TV appeal over axe murder 
LONDON - A Premier League footballer 
made a televised appeal yesterday for his 
brother to tum him.self in to police who are 
investigating the brutal racist murder of 
teenager Anthony Walker. - Pate 11 

Iran stays firm 
TEHRAN - Iran said yesterday there wu no 
roina back on it.a decision to restart nuclear 
fuel work, a move EU leaden ,aid would tor-
pedo negotiations. - P-,e 48 
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Visitor slams 'hostile' Customs officers 
•'She continued to make anti-tourism statements which we thought were iIJ.apiYt·: . .-';\ "'.. i , 
and so out of line in trying to encourage black tourists from visiting Berm.lids · ' :; -

By Tricia Wallen 

An American tourist bu written a 
stinging letter of complaint to the 
Tourism Minister claiming she was 
discriminated against and unneces-
sarily interrogated by an Airport Cus· 
toms officer. 

The Department of Tourism has 
promised to fully investigate the inci-
dent. which left the black American 
visitor saying it would be her fint and 
lut visit to the Island. 

The letter was also copied to The 
Royal Gazette. 

In it, Californian Jo-An Turman 
claims the Cuetoma officer made anti-
tourism and repeatedly de-
manded to know why she had ch09en 
Bermuda rather than Hawaii. 

Mn. Turman and her dau1hter ar-
rind on the Ialand for a week-lon1 
holiday two wMka ap, but by the time 

they cleared Customs, her opinion of 
Bermuda had already soured. 

Mn. Turman said every one of the 
siJC black passengen on the flight was 
pulled out of line and subjected to an 
"invasive" search and line of interroga-
tive questionina. 

She said a female Customs officer 
asked her if this wu her first visit to 
Bermuda and then asked why she had 
not rone to Hawaii, over and over, 
throu1hout the search. 

Mrs. Turman said when the officer 
heard they were goin1 to stay at the 
Fairmont Southampton she demanded 
proof of how they would pay for this 
"'pricey•hotel. 

An embarrassed Mrs. Turman said 
she had to show her American Eq>resa 
statement, which -ihanltfully'" she had 
with her, and proof of confirmation 
from the hotel . 

-rhe officer'• voice was becomin1 

more and more hostile u she contin-
ued to question us as to why we had 
not. rather gone to Hawaii and then 
wanted to know what I do for a living 
and wanted to Set! a business card: 
she said. 

By this time, at least a half an hour 
bad passed and all the other passen-
gers had left the Airport. 

But the Customs officer continued 
her line of questioning and searched 
every sinale bag they bad - a proceu 
that also included expo,in1 their lug• 
gage to a Police narcotics do1 three 
times. 

-She made 110 many inappropriate, 
sarcutic comments while aearchin1 
our hap like 'it look.I like you packed 
for three or four people instead of two', 
'why so many shouT and 'are you sure 
you don 't have someone hidden In 
honr 

Mr.. Turman she wu pLtJq 

1, . . . 
tired of tho :u1\..,::..~ ,.: i.':. ~• were both 
very ti?'fld - h:~v ;~$ :om!' tt red-eye 
fiight the qi~~:. t'>"t(,"te, , h~~:~:-:} ~:;/!:~;:1: ~~:t: 
to know wh~t shf 'C\•~-;; l(..,"4i.n, for; ;.be 
said. 

•She continu ed to Na kCJ 11n1. t- · 
tourism statomenta whicll w f\ th.:1nr.1', : 
were very inappropriatt, and i'-<'• .,:;lt ,, ~ 
line in tryin1 to enc.-our:.gt• hi.:.~t-
tourista from viaitinf( Bermuda-: 

Sadly, it wu not tho only \li9rou~ 
in1 and discriminatory innident th " 
Turman• would experiene!' in Bflrm,r,. 
da. 

Durin1 a Sunday brunch at their 
hotel, Mn. Turman said sh• noticed 
I.hat they had been overcharpd and 
pointed It out to the wait.er. 

Continued on ..... I 



Jamaican found guilty of supplying cocaine 
Continued from Page 1 
The court also heard how 

Davis attempted to buy an air-
line ticket to Newark, New Jer-
sey, the day after the drugs 
handover. 

"It is my suggestion that 
Davis knew Cindy was arrested 
and was trying to flea the Island 
to avoid arrest, purchasing a 
ticket at the last minute at the 
highest price", she told the jury. 

But defence lawyer Victoria 
Pearman said the prosecution 
had failed to prove that her 
client was the man seen by nar-
cotics officers carrying the drugs. 

"Contrary to what my learned 

friend said - that the defendant 
is making up things - I'm going 
to suggest to you that the officers 
are saying things contrary to 
what happened", said Ms Pear-
man. 

"The prosecution has pro-
duced no evidence to you to 
prove that this is the man. No 
witness has come in here and 
said that's him, that's the man!" 

Ms Pearman also questioned 
the validity of Police statements 
made by Davis - who cannot 
read or write - shortly after his 
arrest in which he confessed to 
his part in the deal. 

And she implied that police 

took advantage of her client and 
claimed that his rights were vio-
lated after his arrest. 

When Davis took the stand, 
he claimed that he had been 
working in St. George's through-
out the day of the drug handover. 

And he retracted his Police 
statement, saying that he saw it 
for the first time more than a 
year after it was made. 

"If I knew what was in the 
statement I wouldn't have 
signed", he said. 

"If I had told them about the 
about drugs I would not fight a 
case like this." 

Davis was remanded into cus-
tody until September 1. 
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