Fahd buned in snmple grave

Muslim
leaders mourn
the late Saudi
King Fahd as
he Is burled In
a simple grave
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TODAY'S S HICGH

Premier’s
popularity

rating rises

*Scott’s support grows
among blacks, the young
and lower income groups

By Sam Stevens

The Premior's approval rating
has jumped by nearly five per-
cent in the last two months -
while the number of people satis-
fied with the direction in which
the country is heading has also
increased.

These were the principle find-
ings of the Research Innovation
telephone poll of 403 people be-
tween July 21 and 24, which by
and large contains little in the
way of surprises.

While Alex Scott’s job han-
dling rating improved markedly
from March through to May af-
ter reaching a crisis point just af-
ter the new year, the poll for
June and July saw this particu-
lar rating remain virtually flat
at 42.4 percent of the 403 people

Mr. Scott continues to com-
mand significant support among
the Island’s young, with 65.5 per-
cent of those polled between the
ages of 18 and 35 reportedly
viewing Mr. Scott in a favourable
light.

The Premier's support re-
mains strong among the black
population, with 71.1 percent of
all blacks polled expressing sat-
isfaction with him.

His desire, expressed on com-
ing to power in 2003, to forge a
better ulnnonlhlp -llb the

According to the poll, howev-
or, the more people earn, the less
they like him.

Meanwhile, Opposition
Leader Grant Gibbons' approval
figures have climbed from 43.2
to just under 47 percent, with
Bermuda's older generations -
55 years of age or over - continu-
ing to be a key area of support.
Among younger people, opinion
remains firmly split.

However, while Dr. Gibbons
scored well at the last time of
asking among low-income
groups, with a 55,2 percent ap-
proval rating, that figure has
taken a significant hit over the
last two months, with only 30.2
percent of those earning less
than $50,000 a year now regis-
tering their contentment with
him.

Dr. Gibbons remains much
more popular among women
than men (52.1 percent of
women polled said they favoured
him compared to only 37.2 per-
cent of men) while his rating
among blacks has fallen yet fur-
ther from 28 percent to 22.5 per-
cent.

‘The overwhelming majority of
whites — 70.5 percent ~ voiced
their support for the Opposition
Leader.

Mary marks a special arnivarcay
y

Takdng the cake: Mary Wilams celebrated her 105ih bicthday yesterday. She 15 picy
ams r yesterday. is pictured here with
caregiver Majmunah F Abdul-Jabbon at the King Edward Vil Memonial Hospital. T inse hours it a{mbin

o
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Lo Warning
aoued as Harvey
Cenwne olnaer

By Mikaela Inn Cannonier

Government has issued a
storm warning for Tropical
Storm Harvey which is expected
to begin affecting Bermuda to-
day.

Maximum sustained winds of
30 knots and gusts of 40 knota
are expected with the storm.
Harvey is to be closest
to Bermuda at midnight tonight.

Meteorologist lan Currie said
that it is difficult to predict hur-
ricanes and tropical storms in
Bermuda because the Island is a
“small target”.

“The track of hurricanes is
very dependant on the set up of
the atmosphere,” he said. “You
can't say exactly where they are
going to hit"

He said that the way the
storm is moving, it is to
make its closest pass 43 nautical
1 | miles to the northwest of the Is-

land.
| *The current track of the mo-
ment we will be in the strongest
wind sector - the northeastern
part of the hurricane — we may
see the winds increase,” he said.

It was originally predicted
that there would be 12 storms or
hurricanes for the 2005 hurri-
cane season but the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) has upped
| that prediction to 21 storms and
| 11 burricanes before the season

is over.
Mr. Currie said that predic-
| tions are “still open to errors”,
| however, he encouraged Bermu-
dians to prepare for Tropical

Y-

Boats should be tied down as
well as anything else that can be
blown around, he said.

The weather service will be
updating its storm watches

update every six.

Elsewhere, the culture of pes-
simism surrounding Bermuda's
future prospects looks to have
been h

white not
1o be reflected in poll numbers,
however, with more than 50 per-
cent of whites questioned uncon-
vinced about him.

Yet again, lower income
groups tend to favour Mr. Scott
more than the wealthy - al-
though even in the top income
bracket of over $100,000, opinion
of the Premier is fairly evenly
split with 48.4 percent for and
43.8 percent against.

Seven US Marines killed

BAGHDAD - Seven

American Marines
bunhllodmﬁ(htm‘mlnuwmm-
heartland

bar province, the guerrilla
keeps challenging US and Iraqi troops de-
spite repeated security crackdowns. - Page

TV appeal over axe murder

LONDON - A Premier League fc
made a televised appeal yesterday for his
b in to police who are
investigating the brutal racist murder of
~Page 11 | toms office:

r to turn himsel

teenager Anthony Walker.
Iran stays firm

TEHRAN - Iran said yesterday there was no
going back on its decision to restart nuclear
foel work, a move EU leaders said would tor-
pedo - Page 48

negotiations.
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Jamaican found guilty of supplying cocaine

eroded, with the
number of people polled dissatis-
fied with “the way things are go- By Stacee Smith Cur
ing” at this time having dropped A Bopiedih CouFEIEY U0

below 50 percent for the first
time since November last year.
Those most unhappy with the
situation remain among the old-
er generations, with 62.1 percent
of those asked over 55 express-
ing their dissatisfaction with the
current state of affairs on the Is-

found a construction worker guilty
of supplying $70,000 worth of co-
caine to & nursery school teacher.

Jamaican Willston Ezekial
Davis, 43, showed no emotion as the
jury foreman read out the majority

verdict after more than four hours
of deliberation.

Davis was seen by surveillance

officers -upplym‘ the cocaine to
0in Augustus, a teacher at
Vernon Temple Childcare Centre in
Southampton on June 5, 2003. Au-
gustus is currently serving a nine-
year jail term after previously
admitting her part in the drug deal

During the two-week long trial,
Crown prouculor Qonagh Vlll-
crosson told the t

receiving reports of suspicious ac-
tivity in the area.

Customs officer Kelly Trott, tes-
tified that she witnessed “a dark
skinned, short by mlh aundnrd.o,
clean shaven man" b
Augustus. She
identify Davis'

e, & cream-
y, which Davis later

4

man jury how Police and (.\utom
officers staked out the nursery after

wn in hu

mno&::‘ uodon?.(es

have
which
By Tricia Walters

ihey elnnd Customs, her opinion of
had already soured.

An American tourist has written a
ball ingi letter of lai to the

Tourism Minister claiming she was
discriminated against and unneces-
sarily murmnad by an Airport Cus-

The anaﬂmont of Tourum has
d to fully the inci-

Mrs. Turman said every one of the
six black passengers on the flight was
pulled out of line and subjected to an

*invasive” search and line of interroga-
tive questioning.

She said a female Customs officer
asked her if this was her first visit to
da and then asked why she had

dent which left the black American
visitor saying it would be her first and
last visit to the Island.

The letter was also copied to The
Royal Gazette.

In it, Californian Jo-An Turman
claims the Customs officer made anti-
tourism comments and repeatedly de-
manded to know why she had chosen
Bermuda rather than Hawaii.

not gone to Hawaii, over and over,
throughout the search.
Mrs. Turman said when the officor
hnrd they were going to stay at m.
she

roor of how they would pay for this

‘pmy hotel.
An embarrassed Mrs. Turman said
she had to show her American Express

kfully” she had

Mrs. Turman and ber daughter ar-
rived on the Island for a week-long
holiday two weeks ago, but by the time

which
with her, and proof of confirmation
from the hotel.
*The officer’s voice was becoming

more and more hostile as she contin-
ued to question us as to why we had
not rather gone to Hawaii and then
wanted to know what I do for a living
and wanted to see a business card,”
she said.

By this time, at least a half an hour
bad passed and all the other passen-
gers had left the Airport.

But the Customs officer inued

Visitor slams ‘hostile’ Customs officers

o‘She continued to make anti-tourism statements which we thought were inap
and so out of line in trying to encourage black tourists from visiting Bermudz

tired of the waia-

to know what she was koking for” she
said.
“She continued to make aaii-
tourism statements \vh-d\ wé thonphis
and .

her line of questioning and searched
mryniuhbo(!hayhd-lpm-l
that also included exposing their lug-
¢l‘l to a Police narcotics dog three

'Sho made so many mlpprwrhu.
while
our bags like ‘it looks like you packed
for three or four people instead of two',
‘why so many shoes? and ‘are you sure
you don't have someone hidden in
here?™
Mrs. Turman said ahe was getting

were very inapp
line in trying to eacourage bia.i
tourists from visiting Bermuda ™

Sadly, it was not the only discourag
ing and discriminatory invident the
Turmans would experience in Bermu-
da.

During a Sunday brunch at their
hotel, Mrs. Turman said she noticed
that they had been overcharged and
pointed it out to the waiter.

Continued on Page 3



Jamaican found guilty of supplying cocaine

Continued from Page 1

The court also heard how
Davis attempted to buy an air-
line ticket to Newark, New Jer-
sey, the day after the drugs
handover.

“It is my suggestion that
Davis knew Cindy was arrested
and was trying to flea the Island
to avoid arrest, purchasing a
ticket at the last minute at the
highest price”, she told the jury.

But defence lawyer Victoria
Pearman said the prosecution
had failed to prove that her
client was the man seen by nar-
cotics officers carrying the drugs.

“Contrary to what my learned

friend said — that the defendant
is making up things — I'm going
to suggest to you that the officers
are saying things contrary to
what happened”, said Ms Pear-
man.

“The prosecution has pro-
duced no evidence to you to
prove that this is the man. No
witness has come in here and
said that’s him, that’s the man!”

Ms Pearman also questioned
the validity of Police statements
made by Davis — who cannot
read or write — shortly after his
arrest in which he confessed to
his part in the deal.

And she implied that police

took advantage of her client and
claimed that his rights were vio-
lated after his arrest.

When Davis took the stand,
he claimed that he had been
working in St. George’s through-
out the day of the drug handover.

And he retracted his Police
statement, saying that he saw it
for the first time more than a
year after it was made.

“If T knew what was in the
statement I wouldn’t have
signed”, he said.

“If I had told them about the
about drugs I would not fight a
case like this.”

Davis was remanded into cus-
tody until September 1.
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~ Fahd buried in simple grave

Muslim
leaders mourn
the late Saud|
King Fahd as
he Is buried In
a simple grave
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All aboard survive air crash

More than 300
people escape
with their lives
after plane
crashes in
Toronto
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Premier’s
popularity

rating rises

*Scott’s support grows
among blacks, the young
and lower income groups

By Sam Stevens

The Premier's approval rating
has jumped by nearly five per-
cont in the last two months -
while the number of people satis
fied with the direction in which
the country is heading hna also
incroased

Theso were the principle find-
ings of the Research Innovation
telephone poll of 403 people be-
tween July 21 and 24, which by
and large contains little in the
way of surprises

While Alex Scott's job han-
dling rating improved markedly
from March through to May af-
tar reaching a crisia point just af-
ter the new year, the pall for
dune and July saw this particu.
lar rating remain virtoally fat
st 42.4 percent of the 403 peoplo
questioned

Mr. Scolt continues Lo com-
mand significant support among
the Island's young, with 65.5 per-
eont of those polled between the
ages of 18 and 35 reportedly
viewing Mr. Scott in a favourable
light

The Premier's suppart reo-
mains strong among the black
population, with 71.1 percent of
all blacks polled expressing sat-
infuction with him

His desire, expressed on com-
ing o power in 2003, to forge a
better relationahip with the

According 1o the pall, howey- |
or, the more people earn, the less |
thay like him

Meanwhile, Opposition
Leader Grant Gibbons' appreval |
figures have climbed from 43.2
to just under 47 percent, with
Bermuda's older generations -
&5 years of age or over - continu-
ing to be a key area of support.
Among younger poople, opinion
remains frmly split

However, while Dr. Gibbona
scored well at the last time of
asking among low-income
groups, with a 552 percent ap-
proval rating, that figure has
taken a significant hit over the
last two months, with only 30.2
percent of those earning less
than $560,000 a yoar now regis-
tering their contentment with
him,

Dr. Gibbons remains much
more popular among women
than men (52.1 percent of
women polled said they favoured
him compared ta only 37.2 per-
cent of men) while his rating
among biacks has fallen yot fur-
ther from 28 percent to 226 per- |
cenl |

The everwhelming majority of |
whites - 70.6 percent - voiced |
their sapport for the Oppaosition i
Leador

Elsewhere, the culture of pes-

Mary marks a special anniversary

Photo by Merecth Arcirews
Taiking the cake: Mary Willilams celebrated her 105th birthday yesterday, She is pictured here with
| caregiver Majmunah F Abdul-Jabbon at the King Edward Vil Memaonal Hospital

Storm warning
issued as Harvey
comes closer

By Mikaela lan Cannooler

CGovernment has (snued

Storm Harvey which is axpectsd
to begin affecting Bormuda to-
day

Maximum sustained winds of

are expectad with the slorm
Harvey |s expectod to be closest
to Bermuda at midnight tonight

Metoarologist lan Currie said
that it s difficult to predict hur
ricanes and tropical stormas in
Bermuda because the lsland s n
“small target”

“The track of hurricanes is
very dependant on the sot up of
the almosphere,” he said. “You
ean't say exactly where they are
going to hir®

He snid that the way the
storm is moving, it is expected to
make it closest pass 43 nautical
miles to the northwest of the Is-
land

“The current track of the mo-
ment we will be in the strongest
wind sector - the northeastern
part of the hurricane - we may
soo Lhe winds increase,” be said

It was originally predicted
that there would be 12 stormas or
harricanes for the 2005 hurri
cano season but the National
Oceoanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministratun INOAA) has upped
that prediction to 21 storms and
11 hurricanes before the season
in over

Mr. Currie said that prodie-
tions are “still open to errors”
however, he encouraged Bormu.
dians o prepare for Tropical
Storm Harvey

Boats ghould be tied down as
well as anything else that can be
blown around, he said

The weathor service will be
updating its atorm watches
overy three hours with a main
update every six

simism sorrounding Bermuda's
future prospects looks to hav

white i not
to be reflected in poll numbers,
however, with mare than 50 per-
cent of whites questioned uneon-
vineod about him.

Yot again, lower income
groups tend to favour Mr. Scott
more than the wenlthy - al-
though even in the top income
bracket of over §100,000, opinion
of the Pramier is fairly evenly
aplit with 48.4 percent for and
438 porcent agaiost

boen
number of people polled dissatis-

ki Jamaican found guilty of supplying cocaine

fied with “the way things are go-
ing” at this time having dropped
belew 60 porcent for the first
time sinee November last year
Those most unhappy with Lhe

situation remain among the old- |

By Stacee Smith

| A Bupreme Court jury yeaterday

found a construction worker guilty

| of supplying $70,000 worth of co
calng to & nursery school teacher

Jamaican Willaton Ezekial

er generations, with 62.1 percant | Dayis, 43, showed no emotion as the

of those asked over 6B expross-
ing their dissatisfaction with the

eurrent state of allairs on the [s- |

Imnd.

Jury foreman read out the majerity

| verdict after more than four hours
af deliberation

Davis was asen by surveillance

officors supplying the cocaine to
Cindy Onein Augusius, a toacher at
Vernon Temple Childeare Contre in
Southampton on June 5§, 2003 Au-
gustas s eurrontly serving a nine-
yoar jail term after praviously
admitting hor part in the drug deal

During the two-week long Lrial,
Crown cutor Donagh Vau
crosson told the ten-woman, two-
man jury how Police and Customs
officors staked out the nursery after

recoiving reports of suspicious ac
Uvity in the area

Customa officer Kelly Trott, tes
tifled that she witnessed *a dark
skinned, short by male standards,
elean shaven man®, pass a bag to
Augustus, She was also able to
identify Davia's bike, a cream-
coloured Scoopy, which Davis later
admitted was in his possession
throughout the day

ontinued on Page 8

Wiliston Ezekial Davis

Seven US Marines killed

BAGHDAD - Seven American Marines have
h-umuunauuml aq's western An-
bar provines, the guerrilla heartland which
hm ehllhnllal US and Iraq troops de-

apite repeated security crackdowna - Page B

TV appeal over axe murder

LONDON - A Premier Loague [

Visitor slams ‘hostile’ Customs officers

*‘She continued to make anti-tourism statements which we thought were inappropriate
and so out of line in trying to encourage black tourists from visiting Bermuda’

By Tricia Wallers

An American tourist has written a
Ietter of plaint o the

made a televised appeal yeaterday for his
o turn himself In to police whe are
ilv-ll.nll # hrutal racist murder of
.ltnny Walker = Page 11

|fl'l stays firm
TEHRAN - Lran sald yosterday thero was no
linck on its du‘iln to reatart nucloar
wark, s maove KL loaders said would tor-
pedo nsgatintions = Paggo 48

mﬁuwynl;nntto com

Tﬂ\ll’hu \flnillnr claiming she was
dincr d against and

warily interrogatad by an Almport Cus.
toma office

The Department of Tourism has
promised L fully investigate the inei.
dent which left the black American
vialtor saying it would be her first and
last visit Lo the Island

The letter wan also copied to The
Ryal Gasette.

In it, Californisn Jo-An Turman
claima the Costoma officer made anti-
twurism commants and repeatedly do-
manded 1o know why she had chosen
Bermuda rather than Hawail

Mrs. Turman and her daughter ar-
rived on the laland for & week-long
Taliday tws wesks age, but by the time

they cleared Customs, her spinion of
Harmuda had alroady soured

Mra. Turman said every one of the
wix black passengers on the Might was
pulled aut of line and subjected to an
“invasive” search and line of intermga-
tive questioning

Hhe said a fomale Customa officer
ankod her f this was hor first vinit to
Bermuda and then asked why she had
nol gone o Hawail, over and over,
throughout the ssarch

M Turman sald when the officer
heard they were going to stay al the
Fairmont Southampten she demanded
proof of haw they would pay for this
“priewy” hotel

An embarrassed Mes. Turman said
shie had 1o show her American Expross
statemant, which “thankfully” she hml
nod prosf of confirmation
hotel
“The afMienr's volos was becoming

more and more hostle as she contin-
ved o question us a8 hy we had
ot rather gone to Hawaii and then
wanted to know what | do for a living
and wanted to see & business card,”
whe said

By this time, ot least a hall an hour
had pacsed and all the other passen
wers had lefl the Airport

But the Customs officer continued
her line of questioning snd searched
wvery ningle bag they had - a process
ithat also included exposing their lug
wnge to a Palice narcoties dog three
Thimes.

“She made so many Inappropriate,
tie comments while searching
our bags like ‘it looks like yon packed

you don’t huve someone hidden in
here™
Mre Turman said she sas geiting

tired of the sarcasm as they were both
very tired - having come off & red-aye
Might the night before

“Our porter even mumbled that he

and wanted

hind never seen th

o know what she w ng For” ahe

waid

*She vontinued to make anti
tourism siataments which we theught
wore very (nappropriaie and so out al
line in trying io encoarage black
tourista from visiting Bermuda ®

Sadly, it was oot the anly discourag
ing and discriminatary incidont the
Turmans would sxpertenoe in Rermu-
da

During o Sunday brunch sl their
hotel, Mrs. Turman said she notiosd
that they had been svercharged and
pointesd i1 eut ta the wailer

Continued on Page 3



Jamaican found guilty of supplying cocaine

Continued from Page 1

The court also heard how
Davis attempted to buy an air-
line ticket to Newark, New Jer-
sey, the day after the drugs
handover.

“It is my suggestion that
Davis knew Cindy was arrested
and was trying to flea the Island
to avoid arrest, purchasing a
ticket at the last minute at the
highest price”, she told the jury.

But defence lawyer Victoria
Pearman said the prosecution
had failed to prove that her
client was the man seen by nar-
cotics officers carrying the drugs.

“Contrary to what my learned

friend said — that the defendant
is making up things — I'm going
to suggest to you that the officers
are saying things contrary to
what happened”, said Ms Pear-
man.

“The prosecution has pro-
duced no evidence to you to
prove that this is the man. No
witness has come in here and
said that’s him, that’s the man!”

Ms Pearman also questioned
the validity of Police statements
made by Davis — who cannot
read or write — shortly after his
arrest in which he confessed to
his part in the deal.

And she implied that police

took advantage of her client and
claimed that his rights were vio-
lated after his arrest.

When Davis took the stand,
he claimed that he had been
working in St. George’s through-
out the day of the drug handover.

And he retracted his Police
statement, saying that he saw it
for the first time more than a
year after it was made.

“If I knew what was in the
statement I wouldn’t have
signed”, he said.

“If I had told them about the
about drugs I would not fight a
case like this.”

Davis was remanded into cus-
tody until September 1.
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