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Cameras in the Courtroom 

"Justice must be seen to be done," - courts 
minister Helen Grant. 

After years of campaigning by broadcasters, 
cameras are finally allowed in the courts of 
England and Wales. Since the Criminal Jus-
tice Act of 1925 photography, filming and 
sketching have been banned in all courts 
apart from the Supreme Court. Permission 
has been granted to show civil and criminal 
cases at the Court of Appeal. Simon Bucks, 
an associate editor at Sky News, said in an 
interview, ''we have been campaigning along 
with the other broadcasters in Britain to get 
cameras into courts for about 10 years. We 
believe that cameras are the best way of ex-
tending the public gallery to the public who 
are unable to go to court." 

The Crime and Courts Act 2013 sets out the 
conditions under which the prohibitions on 
filming and broadcasting from court will be 
lifted. 

How will the cases be filmed? 

by 
Asraa AI-Khazraji 

Four cameras will be used: one is set as a 
wide shot; another positioned in a bookcase, 
which provides a view of the bench and the 
judges entering court, and two more above 
and behind the judges look down on prose-
cution and defence lawyers. Lawyers' argu-
ments, and the judges' summing up, 
decision and (in criminal cases) sentencing 
remarks will be filmed. Victims, witnesses 
and defendants will not be filmed. Civil cases 
can be broadcast almost in real time, though 
there will be a 70-second delay built into the 
feed to allow for contentious material to be 
removed. Criminal appeals must be 
recorded and only broadcast if a retrial has 
not been ordered, in case a future jury mem-
ber becomes familiar with the evidence. 

Media organisations will be covering the 
costs of filming and Matt Nicholls, a single 
video- journalist who works jointly for those 
organisations (Sky News, ITV, BBC, and the 
Press Association) will be responsible for 
filming. Mr ~icholls has said, '1here are very 
strict rules on what we can and cannot 
shoot" and that "you can't show a reaction 

shot of a judge .... there 's no swearing or 
graphic language, or anylhing that legally we 
can 't broadcast". Nicholls is able to censor 
the broadcast feed by muting the sound or 
cutting the video on the direction of the 
judges. 

The first case broadcasted was a case of 
counterfeit coins. Alexander Cameron QC 
(Prime Minister David Cameron's brother) 
was representing the ringleader of a coin 
forging scam. Cameron failed in his bid to 
appeal against the sentence. 

How beneficial is the footage? 

This move has been widely seen as a 
groundbreaking development for British 
democracy. It allows increased transparency 
and according to James Harding (BBC direc-
tor of news and current affairs), this is a "sig-
nificant step on the way to helping millions of 
viewers gain a greater understanding of how 
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Contiuned from page 5 
facial reactions, there already appears to be 
controversy surrounding the subject. Ian 
Leslie, an author with an interest in psychol-
ogy and politics, expresses his scepticism as 
to how good people are at spotting lies. In 
one of his articles, he refers to studies that 
show that people "suffer" from the assump-
tion that we can read others' faces like a 
book. At the end of his article, he advocates 
against the idea that banning the veil in court 
will lead to better justice. Such an argument 
represents only a fragment of what will be 
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discussed when it comes to a debate on 
whether women wear the veil. 

The question of whether it is necessary to 
see someone's face could be disc~ssed 
by reference to scientific data but in the 
end, it might come down to what the ma-
jority thinks. In considering this, one could 
refer to the reason behind wearing the 
niqab and whether removing it would rep-
resent religious oppression. Nick Clegg 
suggests that the Importance of a full-face 
veil In a religious context might have been 
slightly exaggerated. He refers to a state-
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ment made by a friend of The Grand M . 
the AI-Azhar mosque _in Cairo who sai~fti of 
wearing a headscarf 1s a religious du that 
wearing a full veil is "a sheer cultural co ty, but 

h. h h . d'- nven. tion, w 1c as no raison etre in Isl . 
" H s·1 . arn1c sources. owever, as I v10 Ferrari· · · Ob-serves, w~ar_1ng a ~r~ss 1s not an obligatio 

in the Christian religion but we would n 
I h·b·t· con-sider any a~ pro _1 1 !ng ~ne to do so illib-

eral. That being said, 1n this case it must b 
determined whether or not the problem th 
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arises from the wearing of the niqab s at . h Ur-
passes the expectation t at freedom of reli-
gion must be protected. 

The Couple That Conquered Death Row 
by 

Stacee Smith 
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Sonia "Sunny" Jacobs and Peter Pringle, death row exonerees, are 
known internationally for their inspirational stories of triumph over 
tragedy and human rights activism. Although they endured years 
of pain behind bars, through yoga and meditation they discovered 
the true meaning and power of the phrase 'mind over matter'. Am-
icus ALJ - a charity that assists with the provision of legal repre-
sentation for those awaiting capital trial and punishment in the US-
invited these truly remarkable individuals to speak at Queen Mary 
on Thursday February 28th. 
Peter spent 15 years incarcerated in Ireland where he was sen-
tenced to death by hanging, while Sunny - imprisoned for almost 
17 years in the state of Florida (U.S.) - was sentenced to death by 
electric chair. Both h_ad you_ng chi_ldren when they ":'ere wrongfully 
convicted of murdering police officers and false evidence was in-

tentionally given in 
each case. 
Both spent time in 
solitary confinement 
and were treated like 
sub-humans by jail-
ers. "It's a truly fright-
ening experience," 
Sunny said of impris-
onment, particularly 
when among other in-
mates. In Sunny's 
case even other pris-
oners were warned 
that if they communi-
cated with her their 
sentences would be 
extended. 
"People think that in 
America the people 
that get sentenced to 
death are mostly 
African Americans or 
people of colour. They 
don't think of a work-
ing class white 
woman" Sunny said. 
Although she did say 
that she was one of 
few women sen-
tenced to death in the 
U.S. "People think it 
happens to someone 
else but it can happen 
to anyone." Sunny 
was simply in the 
wrong place at the 
wrong time. 
Peter said that to fight 
for your freedom in a 
situaUon like that ''you 
have to go behind the 
documents. You have 
to seek out original 
statements". He said 
"police forces are like 
bureaucracies and 
bureaucracies are like 
"'."ater ... they'II always 
find the line of least 
resistance and flow 
that way if they 're al-

lowed." He expressed the belief that police 
officers lack accountability and when a high 
profile crime is committed the investigating 
officers are under huge pressure to get re-
sults - but not necessarily justice. And it only 
takes one officer to do something that com-
pletely alters the case to get a conviction. 
"And then he gets promoted so the trend 
continues" he added. To illustrate Peter said 
that the one officer 'who refused to lie in his 
case was never promoted. 
"There is no justice, there is just us" he said, 
quoting Sunny. "And what she means by 
that is that there is just us collectively. And 
collectively we can create justice. But if we 
leave it up to other people to do it for us there 
will be no justice, there will be injustice." 
Sunny's husband at the time was also ar-
rested with her and wrongfully sentenced to 
death. Unfortunately he was not exonerated 
before his execution - which went horribly 
wrong and was depicted in the movie 'The 
Green Mile'. "I really do believe that when 
people are sentenced to death it's worse for 
the family, because they're so traumatized" 
said Sunny. 
Speaking on the importance of pro bono 
legal work Sunny said "it's so important to 
have pro bono lawyers because no one on 
death row is rich. Without pro bono lawyers 
there would be no representation whatso-
ever and there is such an enormous work· 
load for cases involving the death penalty 
that they just can't do it all." Then she 
stressed: "that's why Amicus is so important. 
Even if you're photocopying or interviewing 
people." 
The happy twosome met in Ireland at an 
Amnesty International meeting and fell !n 
love. "It was a gift" said Sunny whose big 
smile and jovial personality truly live up to 
her name. They realized that the only waY 
to genuinely heal was through forgiveness. 
Rather than looking for compensation fr?m 
others ''we compensate ourselves by having 
a really good life" she said. 

Visit www.sunnyandpeter.com 

Visit www.amicus-alj .org 
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